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Name ____________________________    Class __________________  Date ____________

1 President Thomas Jefferson made a very 
large land purchase from Napoleon in 
1803.  This made the U.S. twice as big as 
it had been. 

 What was this purchase called?   
Write the answer below.

3 Fill in the blank.

 “Remember the ______________” was 

 what Sam Houston and his soldiers 
shouted as they went to fight the 
Mexicans.  After this battle, Texas 
became independent.  

8 What was the Pony Express?

a. a train carrying horses

b. horses and riders who  
carried the mail

c. a herd of pack horses

10 As more and more people moved 
west, what happened to many  
Native Americans?

a. They were sent to reservations.

b. They became citizens.

c. They got elected to office.

4 During the 1840s, many people wanted to 
move to Oregon.  Why did they want to  
go there?

a. good farming land

b. no crime

c. no rights for anyone

9 Why was Independence, Missouri an 
important city for travelers going to  
the West?

a. It was the last city before the ocean.

b. It was the start of the Erie Canal.

c. It was the start of the Oregon Trail.

2 President Jefferson wanted someone to 
explore his new land purchase.  He chose 
_________ to do the job.  

 Circle the answer letter.

a. John Fremont 

b. Lewis and Clark 

c. Pocahontas

7 Traveling on a wagon to the West took 
a long time and was very dangerous.  
Which of these was the next form of 
transportation to the West?  Circle it.

6 The Homestead Act of 1862 gave 160 
acres of land free to people who would 
settle on the land and farm it for _______. 

a. 1 year 

b. 5 years  

c. 10 years   
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5 Fill in the blank. 

 Many people raced to California in 1848-
1849.  This time period was called the 

 ____________________. 

airplane

car

hot air balloon

train
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1 President Thomas Jefferson made a very 
large land purchase from Napoleon in 
1803.  This made the U.S. twice as big as 
it had been. 

 What was this purchase called?   
Write the answer below.

3 Fill in the blank.

 “Remember the ______________” was 

 what Sam Houston and his soldiers 
shouted as they went to fight the 
Mexicans.  After this battle, Texas 
became independent.  

8 What was the Pony Express?

a. a train carrying horses

b. horses and riders who  
carried the mail

c. a herd of pack horses

10 As more and more people moved 
west, what happened to many  
Native Americans?

a. They were sent to reservations.

b. They became citizens.

c. They got elected to office.

4 During the 1840s, many people wanted to 
move to Oregon.  Why did they want to  
go there?

a. good farming land

b. no crime

c. no rights for anyone

9 Why was Independence, Missouri an 
important city for travelers going to  
the West?

a. It was the last city before the ocean.

b. It was the start of the Erie Canal.

c. It was the start of the Oregon Trail.

2 President Jefferson wanted someone to 
explore his new land purchase.  He chose 
_________ to do the job.  

 Circle the answer letter.

a. John Fremont 

b. Lewis and Clark 

c. Pocahontas

7 Traveling on a wagon to the West took 
a long time and was very dangerous.  
Which of these was the next form of 
transportation to the West?  Circle it.

6 The Homestead Act of 1862 gave 160 
acres of land free to people who would 
settle on the land and farm it for _______. 

a. 1 year 

b. 5 years  

c. 10 years   
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5 Fill in the blank. 

 Many people raced to California in 1848-
1849.  This time period was called the 

 ____________________. 

airplane

car

hot air balloon

train

the Louisiana Purchase

Alamo

Gold Rush
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