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Read each text.  Identify the author’s purpose and point of view.  

The purpose can be: inform, entertain, or persuade.  The point of view 

can be:  first person, second person, third person omniscient, or 

third person objective.

The mara is a South American rodent related to the guinea 

pig. They live on the plains in Argentina. Maras mate for 

life. After babies are born, the parents drop off their infants 

in one den. One mother cares for the babies while her 

mate guards the outside. The others return with food for 

the babies and their sitters. The babies all look 

alike, yet the parents can identify their own 

offspring by their scent. Raising babies is 

the only thing that maras do in groups. 

You get inside the time machine and set it 

to 360 million years ago. The time machine 

hums and vibrates. When the door opens, 

you step out into a hot, humid rain forest.  

Something huge flaps its wings near your head. 

Was that a hawk? No, it was a dragonfly! You look 

around. Everything is huge: the nearby ferns are as 

tall as giraffes. You run over and hide beneath them. 

The school board’s proposal to change the district’s 

elementary schools’ start time to make it later 

than the high school’s start time makes no sense. 

Studies have shown that adolescents’ health and 

education would benefit from a later school start 

time. Vote no on this proposition next week.  

I ran along the cliff, waving my arms frantically. If only 

a sailor aboard the ship would see me! But even if he 

did, would he realize I was warning them to 

turn back? The distance to the ship was 

too far for my voice to carry. Yet I couldn’t 

stop shouting myself hoarse, hoping that 

somehow I could prevent the ship from 

wrecking on the reef.  
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Find three different types of writing.  For example, you can use a poem, a 

magazine article, a fiction book, an ad or editorial, and a nonfiction book.  

Use the texts to complete the graphic organizer.

Title:  ______________________________

Author:  ____________________________

Two lines from the text that show narrator voice:

Title:  ______________________________

Author:  ____________________________

Two lines from the text that show narrator voice:

Title:  ______________________________

Author:  ____________________________

Two lines from the text that show narrator voice:
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Answers will vary. Answers will vary.
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