
ORDERING NUMBERS AND OBJECTS 
 

What is Ordering? 
• Ordering is when numbers or objects are in a sequence. 
• They may go from smallest to largest. 
• They may go from largest to smallest. 

 
How to order: 

• When ordering numbers from smallest to largest, find the 
smallest number in the set first.  Then find the next smallest and 
so on. 
For example: 
Put these numbers in order from smallest to largest. 
4   3   6   9 
The smallest number in this set is 3, so it will come first.   
The next smallest number in the set is 4, so 4 will come next.   
The number 6 is next.   
Nine is the largest number, so it will be last. 
 
Therefore, the order should be: 
3   4   6   9 
 

• When ordering numbers from largest to smallest, find the largest 
number first.  Then the next largest and so on.  It is the opposite 
of putting numbers in order from smallest to largest. 
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Try This! 
• Put these numbers or objects in order from smallest to largest. 

 
8   2   4   6  _____________________________ 
 
1   5   9   7  _____________________________ 
 

 
 
   ______                                      ______              ______ 
 

  
 
            ______                      ______                     ______ 
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