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What is Cocaine?

Cocaine is a stimulant made from the leaf of the coca plant. It often comes in the
form of a white powder that some people inhale through their nose (snorting).
Another form of cocaine, known as crack, can be smoked.

Cocaine Changes the Way the Brain Works

Neurons in the brain send messages to each other by releasing special chemicals, called neurotransmitters, which
attach to key sites on neurons, called receptors. Dopamine is a neurotransmitter released by neurons in the limbic
system—the part of the brain that controls feelings of pleasure.
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e constricted blood vessels damage from snorting

* increased heart rate & blood pressure ¢ trouble swallowing from snorting
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* anxiety, panic attacks . . .

%2 * poor nutrient absorption and weight loss
* paranoia, psychosis, erratic behavior
e heart rhythm problems, heart attack

e stroke, seizure, coma
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